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VITAL SIGNS
Start the year on top of
things instead of playing
catch up! Start now to
regularly input your
church Vital Signs:
Worship Attendance
Professions of Faith
Hands On Mission
Contact the District Office if
you need help with your
password.
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April 29—PreConference Meeting,
7:00 p.m.; Port
Arthur, UM Temple
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Before there was Rosie the Riveter, there was Bessie Coleman.
February is Black History Month. On Sundays in February, I find
myself in African American congregations where I hear amazing stories of inventors and trail blazers. Bessie Coleman
Rosie the Riveter
was certainly one we can learn from today. In 1892, Bessie was born
in Atlanta, Texas. A life of harsh poverty, discrimination, and segregation was all she knew as a young girl. Setting her aspirations on a
better life, Bessie Coleman moved to Chicago at age 23. However,
she found little opportunity there as well. Adventurous tales
from WWI airmen returning home inspired her, but two challenges almost stifled her dream. First she was a woman. Second she was an African American.
In 1920, her dream took her all the way to France where she
studied flying with the financial support of Robert Abbott, one
of the first African American millionaires. By June of 1921, the
Fédération Aéronautique Internationale awarded her an international pilot's license. Upon her return home, reporters
turned out in droves to greet her.

Bessie Coleman

For five years Coleman performed heart thrilling stunts at numerous airshows. Along
the way she found herself encouraging other African Americans to pursue flying. She
refused to perform where Blacks were not admitted. In 1926, Bessie tragically died in a
plane accident. Famous writer and equal rights advocate Ida B. Wells presided over her
funeral. An editorial in the Dallas Express stated, "There is reason to believe that the
general public did not completely sense the size of her contribution to the achievements
of the race as such."
Bessie Coleman set out to follow her dreams, using her talents and along the way paving a path for others to follow. Her story challenges the church to follow her lead, using
our talents to fulfill God’s great dream of all people knowing the love of Christ. How
does Bessie Coleman and other ground-breaking leaders challenge you to follow in her
footsteps? How does her willingness to go the distance to fulfill her dream, inspire you
to do the same for the Lord?

Alicia

Southeast
District, we
applaud you!
In the midst of
continued rebuilding
efforts following
Harvey, our district

paid 90%
of our 2018
apportionments!
Let’s make 2019
even better!

General Conference 2019—Special Session
The Council of Bishops announced the call to a special General Conference on February 23-26, 2019, in St. Louis, Missouri. The special meeting of The United Methodist Church’s top lawmaking assembly will be limited to acting on a report by Council
of Bishops, based on the proposals from the Commission on the Way Forward.
General Conference, which usually meets every four years, is the only body that can
speak for the denomination.
With 18 members (half clergy and half lay) the Texas Conference Delegation will
join Florida as the third largest groups from the United States (after Virginia and
Western North Carolina), and fifth largest overall (including Cote d’Ivoire and North
Katanga) at the called special session of 864 delegates in St. Louis. The 18 voting
members from Texas will be joined by at least nine of the reserve or jurisdictional
delegates, and several from the conference who will serve as marshals and pages at
the event.
Sessions will be live-streamed via www.UMC.org. For more information about the
General Conference, including an overview of the three plans to be presented and a
list of Texas Conference delegates, visit www.txcumc.org/GC2019.

May 27-30, 2019
Houston, Texas
Pre-conference Meeting
All delegates and clergy need to attend
the preconference meeting Monday,
April 29, at 7:00 p.m. This meeting will
be at the UM Temple, 4101 Highway 73,
Port Arthur, 77642.

Conference Registration Now
Open
If you are a delegate or clergy, please
contact the district office to get the conference registration link if you have not
yet received it. The deadline for
attendee registration is May 1, at noon.

Host Facility/Hotel
The entire conference will again be held at the host hotel:
Hilton Americas-Houston.
Hilton Americas-Houston
1600 Lamar Street
Houston, Texas 77010
713-739-8000
Make sure you tell them you are with the Texas Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church to get the conference
rate: $140.00 per night.
Call 713-739-8000 and tell them the code word: Texas Annual Conference United Methodist Church and the rate will
automatically be figured at $140.00 per night. You can also
make reservations by visiting:
https://book.passkey.com/go/TheUnitedMethodistChurch

Conference Information at www.txcumc.org/tac2019

Lay Servant Ministry Training Spring 2019
Lay Servant Ministry is about developing leaders and improving
leadership skills for ministry in the local church & beyond.

Saturday, March 9, 8:30 am-6:00 pm, Check-in at 8:30 am
You must attend the FULL day to receive credit for the course.

Beaumont, First UMC • 701 Calder St.; Beaumont
COST $35 (includes book and lunch)
Books will be mailed to you after paid registration. Please review your book prior to class.

All Laity are Encouraged to Attend! Pre-registration is required by Monday, March 4.
Courses—Local Lay Servant Basic Course
Advanced Course: Life together in the United Methodist Connection (Polity)—Facilitated by Rev. Josh Hale
Advanced Course: Lead in Conflict Resolution—Facilitated by Rev. Curtis Matthys
To attend an Advanced Course you must have completed a course within last 3 years.

Registration Link at www.southeastdistrict.org/Lay-Servant.

Youth & Young Adult Ministries
IGNITE! For Youth
Ignite is a conference-wide retreat for youth in grades 7-12. Our prayer is that
something is sparked in your student’s faith. This year we are offering two retreats with the same program and price, but two different weekends and locations! We’ll have worship, workshops, small groups, and activities to help foster,
cultivate, and strengthen the community in your ministry. For more information
or to register, visit https://www.txumcyoung.space/ignite-1.
February 22-24 Carolina Creek, Huntsville TX
March 1-3 Lakeview, Palestine TX

Travel Abroad—
ROOTS Young Adult Wesleyan Pilgrimage
This summer: June 2-10, 2019! If you are a young adult between 18-30, consider joining us for a spiritual journey around England that
takes us to places where Methodism began. The $1,250
includes flights, accommodations, and most meals. We’ll
have more details soon, but if interested, email Eddie
Erwin at eerwin@txcumc.org.

WF Monthly
Collection Item
The Lamar Wesley Foundation
at Lamar is collecting a item each
month for the new Cardinal Pantry. Last Fall, the WF opened the
pantry to serve Lamar students.
They serve students that qualify
under the requirements of the SE
Texas Food Bank and those that
do not qualify but still need groceries between paychecks.
This month, they
are collecting
SOUP CANS
(please no Ramen Noodles).

Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now
Mark your calendar for these following conference and district events.
February 23-26—Special Called General Conference, St. Louis, Missouri
March 9—Lay Servant Ministry Training, 8:30 am6:00 pm; Beaumont, First UMC
April 1-3—Elders Retreat, Lakeview MCC

April 29—Pre-Conference Meeting, 7:00 p.m.; Port
Arthur, UM Temple
May 26-29—Annual Conference, Hilton Americas
Hotel, Houston

2019 Camp Registration Now Open

We are on Facebook now! Like us:
Southeast District
of the Texas Annual
Conference, United
Methodist Church
Invite your church
members and leaders
to like the page.

Registration is now open and enables parents to start paying fees throughout
the year rather than just at the deadline. Remember these great changes from
the last two years!
• Camp starts on Sunday afternoon.
• Children as young as entering 3rd grade may attend.
• New activities and games.
• Registration is completely online and is now open at
www.lakeviewmcc.org
• You can pay on your account throughout the year.
• New programs and staff are being added.
• Churches/Campers have a choice to attend the camp week they prefer.
Camp Dates






June 9-14, 2019
June 16-21, 2019
June 23-28, 2019
June 30-July 5, 2019
July 7-12, 2019

Tri-District Volunteer Team
South/Southeast Volunteer Team
East/West Volunteer Team
North/Northwest Volunteer Team
Mixed Volunteer Team

Church News?
Prayers
• Rev. W.C. Hall (Retired)
• Rev. Bob and Lola Fos-

burgh (South Liberty)
• General Conference Delegates

Condolences
• Merle Booker (Spouse of Jimmy Booker, lay representation on
district and conference levels)

Do you have an event or job posting at your
local church that you want to share with the rest of the district? Post it directly
to the district Facebook page! By sharing through our Facebook page, you
• Share the information you want and how you want;
• Spread the word immediately;
• Answer questions directly; and
• Reach district clergy, leaders, and members.
Be sure to like our page: Southeast District of the Texas Annual Conference,
United Methodist Church.

