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Be of Good Cheer!
CHURCH NEWS?
Do you have an event or
job posting for your local
church that you want to
share with the rest of the
district? Post/share it
directly to the district
Facebook page!
By sharing through our
Facebook page, you
• Share the information
you want and how you
want;
• Spread the word
immediately;
• Answer questions
directly; and
• Reach district clergy,
leaders, and members.

CONTACTS:
PO Box 4004
Beaumont, Texas 77704
701 Calder
Beaumont, Texas 77701
409.833.9510
Fax: 409.833.9511
www.southeastdistrict.org
Rev. Alicia Coltzer Besser
District Superintendent
acoltzer@txcumc.org
Timolin Colbert
Administrative Assistant
tcolbert@txcumc.org
Erin Bunch
Office Assistant
ebunch@txcumc.org
Conference Office:
713.521.9383
www.txcumc.org

Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch

Back in my younger years, I rode the MS 150 (a two-day Multiple
Sclerosis bike ride) from Houston to Austin. For months I trained.
When the day for the ride finally arrived, I was as prepared as I could
be. However, it was not quite enough, and I knew it. The sun stood
high in the sky with a light breeze as we began. Off we went down
roads and around curves. Though not the fastest rider, I held my own. That is, until we
hit the hills. People flew past me while some rode beside me. All I could think of was
moving the pedals so I could make it to the top of each hill. I was so struck by the people
passing me. Those who rode at a reasonable speed passed me and cheered me on.
“Good job!” they would shout. “You can make it!” they cheered. With their encouragement I kept pedaling. When I passed someone, I found myself cheering them on as well.
Those hills between Houston and Austin created a culture of encouragement. When I
finally reached the top, I was struck by the beauty just over the hill. The hard work was
worth the effort.
Friends, you may feel like you are riding the MS 150 with curves and hills all the way to
Christmas Eve. You may look ahead to the hills of this season and wonder if you can do
it. You can. Just keep pedaling. Keep pushing. Keep working. As you travel this journey
of ministry, be encouraged. There are those riding along beside you that are cheering
you on. You are working hard, and you are appreciated. Keep pedaling!
On this journey of faith, as you ride beside someone who is just trying to keep the pedals
moving, encourage them! For surely in this season of Advent, we are reminded of the
hope of Christ in our lives. God is with us! God came down to earth to be among us.
That is the perspective from the top of the hill. Don’t forget, you may very well be the
very presence of Christ for those who are just pedaling to keep up.
Be of good cheer! God is with us! Let’s keep going.

Alicia

Have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
From Alicia, Timolin, and Erin
Southeast District Office

2019 Camp Registration Now Open
Registration is now open and enables parents to
start paying fees throughout the year rather than just
at the deadline. Remember these great changes from
the last two years!
• Camp starts on Sunday afternoon.
• Children as young as entering
3rd grade may attend.
• New activities and games.
• Registration is completely
online and is now open at
www.lakeviewmcc.org
• You can pay on your account
throughout the year.
• New programs and staff are being added.
• Churches/Campers have a choice to attend the camp
week they prefer.
Camp Dates






June 9-14, 2019
June 16-21, 2019
June 23-28, 2019
June 30-July 5, 2019
July 7-12, 2019

Tri-District Volunteer Team
South/Southeast Volunteer Team
East/West Volunteer Team
North/Northwest Volunteer Team
Mixed Volunteer Team

Small Church Combined Choir
The Worship Team for TAC 2019 is asking that small
membership churches (or churches with a choir of less
than thirty members) sign up 3-4 quality singers to
participate in a TAC Combined Choir at Opening Worship on Sunday,
May 26, 2019, 7:00
pm at the Hilton
Americas Houston.
Churches are encouraged to sponsor these choir members to attend Annual Conference. Two rehearsals are required for being in the
choir. One rehearsal will be held in each district sometime in May and the second will be on Sunday afternoon, May 26. An evening meal will be provided by
the TAC prior to the service.
Please send the names of these persons, their
church name, cell phone number, and email address
to Craig Gilbert: craig@theworshipdoctor.com. The
deadline to sign up is January 31.

2019 Leadership Training Event
Sunday, January 27
2:00 p.m.-6:00 p.m.
Wesley UMC, Beaumont
3810 N Major Dr • Beaumont, TX 77713
For more information, call (409) 833.9510

All Laity and Clergy are encouraged to attend!
Keynote Speaker: Rev. Jill Daniel,
Director of We Love All God’s Children
with Bradley Doherty, Program
Coordinator at Lakeview MCC
Followed by two workshop sessions

Session 1 Workshops • 3:10-4:30 p.m.
 VBS & We Love All God’s Children (WLAGC)
 Models of Discipleship

The following workshops designed to help chairpersons & committee members understand their
roles and duties:
 Staff Parish Relations
 Trustees
 Administrative Council
 Finance

Session 2 Workshops • 4:40-6:00 p.m.
 VBS & We Love All God’s Children (WLAGC)
 Evangelism
 Hospitality
 Strengthening the Black Church
 Strengthening the Small Membership Church
 Technology and Social Media

Disaster Recovery
When Hurricane Harvey hit, conferences around the country were very generous! Since September, others have suffered from Hurricanes Florence and Michael, California fires, and Alaskan earthquakes. Let’s show them some Texas
love United Methodists! Thanks again for your prayers. We will let you know
when they are ready for volunteers. In the meantime, let’s give generously!
Please be sure to include the Advance Number in the memo line. UMCOR Domestic Disaster Response Advance #901670. Mail checks:
to the Conference Treasurer’s Office:
Texas Annual Conference
Attn: Conference Treasurer
5215 Main St
Houston, TX 77002

or send directly to:
UMCOR
458 Ponce De Leon Ave, NE
Atlanta, GA 30308

“Like” these district-related
pages:
• Southeast District of the Texas
Conference, United Methodist
Church
• United Methodist Women,
Southeast District, Texas
Conference
• Southeast District Youth of the
Texas Annual Conference
• Wesley Foundation LU
• SE District Spouses

Youth & Young Adult Ministries
IGNITE! For Youth
Ignite is a conference-wide retreat for youth in grades 7-12. Our prayer is that
something is sparked in your student’s faith. This year we are offering two retreats with the same program and price, but two different weekends and locations! We’ll have worship, workshops, small groups, and activities to help foster,
cultivate, and strengthen the community in your ministry. For more information
or to register, visit https://www.txumcyoung.space/ignite-1.
February 22-24 Carolina Creek, Huntsville TX
March 1-3 Lakeview, Palestine TX

Travel Abroad—
ROOTS Young Adult Wesleyan Pilgrimage
This summer: June 2-10, 2019! If you are a young adult between 18-30, consider joining us for a spiritual journey around England that
takes us to places where Methodism began. The $1,250
includes flights, accommodations, and most meals. We’ll
have more details soon, but if interested, email Eddie
Erwin at eerwin@txcumc.org.

WF Monthly
Collection Item
The Lamar Wesley Foundation
at Lamar is collecting a item each
month for the new Cardinal Pantry. Last Fall, the WF opened the
pantry to serve Lamar students.
They serve students that qualify
under the requirements of the SE
Texas Food Bank and those that
do not qualify but still need groceries between paychecks.
This month, they
are collecting
Campbell’s
Soup Cans.

Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now
Mark your calendar for these following conference and district events.

January 8—Report Day, Beaumont, Wesley UMC
January 9—SE District Clergy Meeting with Bishop
Jones, 2:00-4:00 pm, Nederland, First UMC

January 11-12—Candidacy Summit, Camp Allen
January 27—Lay Leadership Training, 2:00-6:00 pm,
Beaumont, Wesley UMC

Apportionment Reminder
Together we participate in the ministry and mission of the UMC in our communities and around the world. Apportionments are a vehicle of bringing God’s
grace and mercy into our churches, conference, and beyond. Commit to exceed
last year’s percentage, and strive to pay 100% by the year-end.

We are on Facebook now! Like us:
Southeast District
of the Texas Annual
Conference, United
Methodist Church
Invite your church
members and leaders
to like the page.

As of the end of October, 32 churches are on pace or ahead in paying conference apportionments. Only 4 of our 51 churches have still paid $0 towards conference apportionments this year. All payments at this point must be brought to
Report Day, January 8.
We are happy that as a district we are still 5% ahead of last year’s pace to pay
conference apportionments. Let’s finish the year strong!

Report Day
What is Report Day? Report Day is the day churches submit their statistical data
and outstanding apportionment payments for the completed year. This is important information in order to see and compare trends in the church, district,
conference, and denomination.
Who completes the information? Typically the financial secretary and sometimes also the membership secretary complete the statistical forms. They will
also need information from the pastor and ministry area leaders.

Prayers
• Rev. W.C. Hall (Retired)
• Elza Daviss (spouse of Rev.
David Daviss, Port Arthur, St.
Paul)

• Rev. Bob and Lola Fos-

burgh (South Liberty)

Condolences
• Lowell Thomas Hataway
(father of Rev. Anita Green)

• Michael Miller (brother of
Rev. Toney Miller, Deweyville)

• Rev. Greg Rogers (Retired)

Report Day
January 8, 2019
Beaumont, Wesley UMC Parlor & Bride’s Room
3810 N. Major Dr., Beaumont, TX 77713
Report Day instructions are available online at:
www.southeastdistrict.org/report-day.html

District Clergy Meeting with Bishop Jones
Clergy should mark their calendar to meet with Bishop
Jones on Wednesday, January 9, 2:00-4:00 p.m., at
Nederland, First UMC. All active and retired district clergy
are encouraged to attend.

