Southeast District
of the Texas Conference
of the United Methodist Church
REMINDER:
Register NOW for Summer Camp. Registration
is required to apply for
and receive Harvey and
other scholarship funds.
No deposit is required.

CALENDAR:
April 21—Evangelism
Worship with Bishop
Jones, 9:00 am-2:00
pm, Lumberton,
Woodcrest UMC
April 24—
Preconference
Meeting, 12 Noon,
Beaumont, First UMC
May 12—Webinar:
Commission on the
Way Forward,
10:00am-12:00pm

CONTACTS:
PO Box 4004
Beaumont, Texas 77704
701 Calder
Beaumont, Texas 77701
409.833.9510
Fax: 409.833.9511
www.southeastdistrict.org
Rev. Alicia Coltzer Besser
District Superintendent
acoltzer@txcumc.org
Timolin Colbert
Administrative Assistant
tcolbert@txcumc.org
Erin Bunch
Office Assistant
ebunch@txcumc.org
Conference Office:
713.521.9383
www.txcumc.org

Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch

M A R C H

2 0 1 8

Weakness Revealed
I was driving down San Jacinto Street in Houston, coming home
from the Conference office when I noticed something odd. San
Jacinto is a one-way street, and there is a Metrorail crossing along
the way. No trains were approaching, but the railroad crossing
arm moved up and down every 30 seconds or so, sending mixed
signals to the traffic. The arm-down position warns travelers to
stop for the train so no one gets hurt. The arm-up position tells travelers they are free
to go with no harm in sight. However, on this particular day the arm raised and lowered randomly, so cars were left to dodge the crossing arm. Instead of being helpful,
it was a hindrance.
As I sat there waiting for my turn, I thought about the “mixed signals” the church
sends. We tell visitors “Come on in! We’re glad you’re here.” But during the greeting
time, regular worship attendees talk with one another giving the new person little
more than a nod and hello. We send mixed signals when our signs do not point visitors to classrooms and worship space. What about the mixed signal we send when we
say that we want young families but continue to lead worship in a way that only
speaks to the older generation? We tell ourselves that our mission is “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” but we do not provide opportunities to challenge or grow people’s faith. New members make a pledge to support
the church with their prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness, but they are never
asked to serve. Yes, I think the church is filled with mixed signals so new people find
themselves dodging barriers they never knew existed.
During this season of Lent, look around for the mixed signals in your congregation,
and see how you might adjust so that all people are welcomed in.

Alicia

Bishop’s Evangelism Workshop
You are invited to explore how you can create an evangelistically
effective congregation. Each church is asked to bring three laypersons and their clergy to the Evangelism Workshop on Saturday, April
21, 9:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m., at Lumberton, Woodcrest UMC. Lunch will
be provided, and donations will be accepted. Please register your
attendance at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949aaa722a1fe3-evangelism.

Annual Conference—May 27-30, 2018
CWF Webinar
Join Bishop Jones for a
webinar on the
Commission for a Way
Forward on May 12,
10:00 am-12:00 pm.
Afterwards, Bishop Jones
will organize listening
groups to continue the
discussion.

Pre-Conference Meeting
All delegates and clergy need to attend the PreConference Meeting on Tuesday, April 24, 12:00 p.m., at
Beaumont, First UMC. Lunch will be provided, donations
accepted. Procedures and resolutions will be presented.

Hotel Reservations Now Open
Make your reservations now so that you can take
advantage of the conference rate at these hotels.
There is a limited number of contracted rate rooms.

The Woodlands Marriott Waterway $150.00/night
1601 Lake Robbins Dr, The Woodlands; 1-800-228-9290
Codeword: United Methodist Annual Conference 2018

Westin at The Woodlands $149.00/night
2 Waterway Square, The Woodlands; 1-281-419-4300
Codeword: Texas Annual Conference Room Block Overflow 2018

Pre-Conference Journals
The Pre-Conference Journals will be
available for download in April. The
Journals will NOT be mailed this year.
Instead you may access it by
• Downloading it at www.txcumc.org

or
• Viewing it through the Guidebook
APP that was introduced last year.

Conference
Registration
Now Open
If you are a delegate or
clergy, please contact the
district office to get the
conference registration link
if you have not yet received it. The deadline for
attendee registration is
May 3, at noon.

Annual Conference MEALS

Child Care
Child care registration is now open.
There is no cost for childcare, however there are fees for meal and activity
options. There is often a late registration fee after mid-May. To register,
visit www.txcumc.org/childcare2018.

The conference will be
held at The Woodlands
United Methodist Church.

Monday, May 28
• Fellowship of Associate Members

& Local Pastors Breakfast
• Small Membership Church

Breakfast
• Christian Educator’s Fellowship

Luncheon
• Clergy Spouses Luncheon
• Hispanic Ministry Luncheon

Tuesday, May 29
• Black Clergy Women Breakfast
• Order of Deacons Breakfast
• Religion & Race Breakfast
• Golden Care/Golden Cross Break-

fast
• Youth Worker Lunch
• Black Methodists for Church

Renewal Luncheon

• Awards Banquet

• Celebration Women Luncheon

• Laity Lunch

• Retirees Luncheon

• UM Women Luncheon

• Commission & Ordained Banquet

• U-35 Family Dinner

Visit www.txcumc.org/files/fileslibrary/meals2018.pdf for more information.

2018 Camp Registration Now Open
Lakeview had a great summer and is ready to register for next summer! Registration is now open and enables parents to start paying fees throughout the year rather than just at the deadline. Remember these great changes from last year:
• Camp starts on Sunday afternoon.
• Children as early as entering 3rd grade may attend.
• Registration is completely online and is now open at

www.lakeviewmcc.org
• NEW: No deposit is required at registration!
• You can pay on your account throughout the year.
• New programs, activities, and staff are being added.
• Churches/Campers have a choice to attend the camp week they prefer.





June 10-15, 2018
June 17-22, 2018
June 24-29, 2018
July 8-13, 2018

Tri-District Volunteer Team
South/Southeast Volunteer Team
East/West Volunteer Team
North/Northwest Volunteer Team

How to register for Summer Camp 2018:
 Set up church subsidies/scholarships—If your church is paying a portion of your

campers/volunteers’ fees, contact Peggy Jordan (Lakeview Registrar) to set up
subsidies. You will be given a coupon code that will be used by campers/
volunteers during registration.
 Select your week of camp—You will be able to come any week regardless of your

district. If you want to come with a leadership team from our area, the week is
Session 2: June 18-23, 2017—South/Southeast Leadership
 Register for camp—Direct campers/volunteers to www.lakeviewmcc.org to regis-

ter for the week that your church has selected to attend. Families will fill out all
forms and pay online. No deposit is due at the time of registration!
 Recruit volunteer counselors—Churches need to provide one volunteer counse-

lor for every five campers. Counselors will be required to complete all trainings
prior to arriving at Lakeview. Lakeview will provide all trainings.
 Apply for financial assistance—Direct campers in need of financial assistance to

Lakeview through the registration process at www.lakeviewmcc.org. Church staff
may request special scholarships for Harvey victims by contacting Peggy Jordan,
Lakeview Registrar at 903.538.2711 x250.
 Follow your church’s camper/volunteer registrations—Make sure all your camp-

ers and counselors are registered for the correct week. All registrations, payments, and forms are due by June 3 (for Week 2 Camp).
More information can be found in the Leader’s Guide to Camp, available at
www.lakeviewmcc.org/resources.

Camp Scholarships for Harvey Victims!
Lakeview is proud to
announce we have
$60,000 for Hurricane
Harvey victims, kids and
counselors, to attend
camp this summer.
Through generous
grants from Houston,
Chapelwood UMC and
the Permanent Endowment Fund of Moody
Methodist of Galveston,
these funds will be available to campers and adults
from the five southern
districts.
These funds are available solely to those impacted by the storm. To
receive this scholarship,
the funds must be requested by a District Superintendent, pastor, or
church staff member on
behalf of the camper or
counselor. Requests
are made to Peggy Jordan, Lakeview Registrar.
All campers may still
apply for need-based
scholarships through the
registration process at
www.lakeviewmcc.org.
Call Peggy at
903.538.2711 x250, with
any questions about
these or other scholarship dollars.

Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now
April 21—Evangelism Worship with Bishop Jones,
9:00 am-1:00 pm, Lumberton, Woodcrest UMC
April 24—Pre-conference Meeting, 12:00 pm, Beaumont, First UMC
May 12—Webinar: Commission on the Way Forward,
10:00am-12:00pm

May 27-30—Annual Conference, Woodlands UMC
June 17-22—Summer Church Camp, Lakeview MCC
August 11—District Picnic, 9:30am-12:30pm, Location
TBA

How We Go Forward and Help Clients
WF Monthy
Collection Item
The Lamar Wesley Foundation at Lamar is collecting
a item each month for the
new Cardinal Pantry. This
Fall, the WF opened the
pantry to serve Lamar students. They serve students
that qualify under the requirements of the SE Texas
Food Bank and those that do
not qualify but still need groceries between paychecks.
In March, they
are collecting plastic jars of JELLY.

Prayers
• Rev. Bob and Lola Fos-

burgh (South Liberty)

Condolences
• Henry Watson, Rev. Billy

Watson’s father (Kountze/
Warren UMC)

• Morris McCall (Port Neches
UMC; long-term district & conference leadership positions)

•

Prayers for our clients that have been displaced and are needing repairs to
get back into a normal routine

•

Continued teams volunteering to come and serve

•

Grants and funding to cover expenses as incurred for repairs

•

Referrals to website: www.txrecovers.org

•

Host volunteer teams—possibly housing them, providing a meal, a welcome basket, home showers, etc.

•

Gift cards to Home Depot or
Lowes to help keep our tool trailer stocked for different projects

Beaumont Office: Linda Buser,
lbuser@txcumc.org

The Beaumont Texas Recovers office is in need of some skilled
volunteers to help complete homes. Perhaps you know someone who is retired and looking for opportunity to help with the recovery efforts. If so, please contact Linda Buser, 713-205-0519.

What We Do…

Meet Our Team…

We are a mission organization under the
United Methodist Church. We bring in volunteer teams and match their skill sets with
home owners who need assistance to move
back into their homes. We clean out the
muck, tear out sheetrock, do mold remediation, and help rebuild by replacing sub floors,
insulation, and sheetrock. We give our clients hope for their future. We have relationships with other mission organizations and
are able to refer those who need assistance
outside of our scope to someone else who
can help them.

Linda Buser-Program Coordinator
Darlene Georgas-Office Admin/
Bookkeeper
David Sabom-Construction
Coordinator
Sharon Sabom-Case Manager
Martha Kirk-Case Manager
Jessica Osburn-Construction
Supervisor
Kristyn Carpenter-Volunteer Host
Donna Broussard-Volunteer
Coordinator

