Southeast District
of the Texas Conference
of the United Methodist Church
REMINDERS:
• Be sure to check the
district website weekly
for informational updates such as Dates to
Remember, Job Openings and Conference
Information.

CALENDAR:
February 21—
Apportionment Formula Listening Session, Beaumont,
Wesley UMC, 7:00
pm
February 24-25—Lay
Servant Ministry
Training, Bridge City,
St. Paul UMC
February 26-28—
Elder’s Retreat, Lakeview MCC

CONTACTS:
PO Box 4004
Beaumont, Texas 77704
701 Calder
Beaumont, Texas 77701
409.833.9510
Fax: 409.833.9511
www.southeastdistrict.org
Rev. Alicia Coltzer Besser
District Superintendent
acoltzer@txcumc.org
Timolin Colbert
Administrative Assistant
tcolbert@txcumc.org
Erin Bunch
Office Assistant
ebunch@txcumc.org
Conference Office:
713.521.9383
www.txcumc.org

Newsletter Editor: Erin Bunch

F E B R U A R Y

2 0 1 8

Weakness Revealed
My wise friend, Melissa Maher, posted this thought on Facebook.

“Limits. Today someone or something will push you to your limits.
Exposing a weakness you try to keep hidden. When you're pushed
to your limits, pause and give thanks. Huh?!? Pause and remember your humanity. You have limits and weaknesses. You can't do
it all. Let your weakness be a whisper--"I'm human. Thanks be to God." And then
listen for a quiet yet resounding voice "my grace is sufficient for you. My power
comes to completion in your weakness."
As pastors and leaders, even on our best days, our weaknesses are revealed. February
14 begins the season of lent; a season in which we are reminded of our limits. From the
dust of the earth we have come and one day we shall return. We are the created. We are
not the holy Creator. When we keep this in mind while looking at weaknesses, we are
drawn closer to the one who designed us; the one loves us, even our messy lives.
On this Ash Wednesday, as the ashes of repentance are placed on your forehead, lean in
and hear these words “Out of the ashes, beauty will rise” (Steven Curtis Chapman).

Alicia

Apportionment Listening Sessions
In 2001, a meeting of the Texas Annual Conference approved the existing apportionment formula, replacing the membership, decimal formula that had been in existence, in
some form, for decades. The CF&A is evaluating the construction of a new apportionment
formula for consideration at the 2018 meeting of the Annual Conference.
What is being proposed is a process by which a new formula can be designed, tested,
discussed, and presented to the Annual Conference in 2018. The plan is largely based upon the process followed in 2000 and 2001 that led to the approval of our existing formula.
Delegates, finance chairs, and lay leaders are encouraged to attend an Apportionment
Formula Listening Session to learn more about the proposal.

February 21 at 7:00 pm • Beaumont, Wesley UMC; 3810 N Major Dr
To view the full report, visit www.txcumc.org/apportionmentsession.

Lay Servant Ministry Training Spring 2018
Lay Servant Ministry is about developing leaders and improving
leadership skills for ministry in the local church & beyond.

Saturday, February 24, 9 am-4 pm, Check-in at 8:30 am
AND Sunday, February 25, 2 pm-5 pm
You must attend BOTH days to receive credit for the course.

Bridge City, St. Paul UMC • 1155 W. Roundbunch Rd., Bridge City
COST $35 (includes book and lunch)
Books will be mailed to you after paid registration. Please review your book prior to class.

All Laity are Encouraged to Attend! Pre-registration is required by Monday, February 19.
Courses—Local Lay Servant Basic Course
Advanced Course: Living Our United Methodist Beliefs (Heritage)
Advanced Course: Helping Without Hurting in Short-Term Missions (Missions)
To attend an Advanced Course you must have completed a course within last 3 years.

Registration Link at www.southeastdistrict.org/Lay-Servant.

Annual Conference—May 27-30, 2018
Clergy Spouses
Join us Monday,
February 19, at 5:30
p.m. The SE District
Clergy Spouses will
gather for a time of
fellowship at Café Del
Rio (2830 Interstate 10
E, Beaumont). For more
information, contact Erin
Bunch, 409.550.1246
or ebunch@gt.rr.com.

Pre-conference
Meeting
All delegates and clergy
need to attend the preconference meeting in
late April.

Hotel Reservations Now Open
Make your reservations now so that you can take advantage of the conference rate at these hotels. There
is a limited number of contracted rate rooms.

The Woodlands Marriott Waterway $150.00/night
1601 Lake Robbins Dr, The Woodlands; 1-800-228-9290
Codeword: United Methodist Annual Conference 2018

Westin at The Woodlands $149.00/night
2 Waterway Square, The Woodlands; 1-281-419-4300
Codeword: Texas Annual Conference Room Block Overflow 2018
The conference will be held at The Woodlands United Methodist Church.

Conference Registration Now Open
If you are a delegate or clergy, please contact the district office to get the conference
registration link if you have not yet received it. The deadline for attendee registration is
May 3, at noon.

Conference Information at www.txcumc.org/tac2018

2018 Camp Registration Now Open
Lakeview had a great summer and is ready to register for next summer! Registration is now open and enables parents to start paying fees throughout the year rather than just at the deadline. Remember these great changes from last year:
• Camp starts on Sunday afternoon.
• Children as early as entering 3rd grade may attend.
• Registration is completely online and is now open at

www.lakeviewmcc.org
• NEW: No deposit is required at registration!
• You can pay on your account throughout the year.
• New programs, activities, and staff are being added.
• Churches/Campers have a choice to attend the camp week they prefer.





June 10-15, 2018
June 17-22, 2018
June 24-29, 2018
July 8-13, 2018

Tri-District Volunteer Team
South/Southeast Volunteer Team
East/West Volunteer Team
North/Northwest Volunteer Team

How to register for Summer Camp 2018:
 Set up church subsidies/scholarships—If your church is paying a portion of your

campers/volunteers’ fees, contact Peggy Jordan (Lakeview Registrar) to set up
subsidies. You will be given a coupon code that will be used by campers/
volunteers during registration.
 Select your week of camp—You will be able to come any week regardless of your

district. If you want to come with a leadership team from our area, the week is
Session 2: June 18-23, 2017—South/Southeast Leadership
 Register for camp—Direct campers/volunteers to www.lakeviewmcc.org to regis-

ter for the week that your church has selected to attend. Families will fill out all
forms and pay online. No deposit is due at the time of registration!
 Recruit volunteer counselors—Churches need to provide one volunteer counse-

lor for every five campers. Counselors will be required to complete all trainings
prior to arriving at Lakeview. Lakeview will provide all trainings.
 Apply for financial assistance—Direct campers in need of financial assistance to

Lakeview through the registration process at www.lakeviewmcc.org. Church staff
may request special scholarships for Harvey victims by contacting Peggy Jordan,
Lakeview Registrar at 903.538.2711 x250.
 Follow your church’s camper/volunteer registrations—Make sure all your camp-

ers and counselors are registered for the correct week. All registrations, payments, and forms are due by June 3 (for Week 2 Camp).
More information can be found in the Leader’s Guide to Camp, available at
www.lakeviewmcc.org/resources.

Camp Scholarships for Harvey Victims!
Lakeview is proud to
announce we have
$60,000 for Hurricane
Harvey victims, kids and
counselors, to attend
camp this summer.
Through generous
grants from Houston,
Chapelwood UMC and
the Permanent Endowment Fund of Moody
Methodist of Galveston,
these funds will be available to campers and adults
from the five southern
districts.
These funds are available solely to those impacted by the storm. To
receive this scholarship,
the funds must be requested by a District Superintendent, pastor, or
church staff member on
behalf of the camper or
counselor. Requests
are made to Peggy Jordan, Lakeview Registrar.
All campers may still
apply for need-based
scholarships through the
registration process at
www.lakeviewmcc.org.
Call Peggy at
903.538.2711 x250, with
any questions about
these or other scholarship dollars.

Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now
February 21—Apportionment Formula Listening Session, Beaumont, Wesley UMC, 7:00 pm
February 24-25—Lay Servant Ministry Training,
Bridge City, St. Paul UMC; Courses Offered: Basic,
Beliefs/Heritage, Missions

February 26-28—Elder’s Retreat, Lakeview MCC
May 27-30—Annual Conference, Woodlands UMC
June 17-22—Summer Church Camp, Lakeview MCC

“Texas Recovers” Office Open in Beaumont
WF February
Collection Item
The Lamar Wesley Foundation at Lamar is collecting
a item each month for the
new Cardinal Pantry. This
Fall, the WF opened the
pantry to serve Lamar students. They serve students
that qualify under the requirements of the SE Texas
Food Bank and those that do
not qualify but still need groceries between paychecks.
In February, they are collecting MANUAL CAN
OPENERS.

Prayers
• Rev. Bob and Lola Fosburgh
(South Liberty)

To aid in local Hurricane Harvey relief efforts the Texas Conference of the
United Methodist Church has established a new website and three new regional offices, including one in Beaumont. More information can be found at
www.txrecovers.org on how to give to hurricane victims, serve on a work
team, or request repair assistance. To be connected to one of our regional
offices, just fill out the forms at www.txrecovers.org and one of our project
coordinators will be in touch
with you by phone or email.
Contact Information:
www.txrecovers.org
Beaumont Office: Linda Buser, lbuser@txcumc.org

The Beaumont Texas Recovers office is in need of some skilled
volunteers to help complete homes. Perhaps you know someone who is retired and looking for opportunity to help with the recovery efforts. If so, please contact Linda Buser, 713-205-0519.

What We Do…

Meet Our Team…

We are a mission organization under the
United Methodist Church. We bring in volunteer teams and match their skill sets with
home owners who need assistance to move
back into their homes. We clean out the
muck, tear out sheetrock, do mold remediation, and help rebuild by replacing sub floors,
insulation, and sheetrock. We give our clients hope for their future. We have relationships with other mission organizations and
are able to refer those who need assistance
outside of our scope to someone else who
can help them.

Linda Buser-Program Coordinator
Darlene Georgas-Office Admin/
Bookkeeper

David Sabom-Construction
Coordinator
Sharon Sabom-Case Manager
Martha Kirk-Case Manager
Jessica Osburn-Construction
Supervisor
Kristyn Carpenter-Volunteer Host
Donna Broussard-Volunteer
Coordinator

