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Compassion for the Hurting
Recently as I turned on to Delaware Street, the traffic was almost
at a standstill. I thought perhaps it was a summer school bus dropping kids off or a fender bender. Much to my surprise it was a
beautiful German Shepherd dodging cars and looking scared. People stopped in the street. Many people got out of their car to help
the lost animal. Within seconds I heard the sirens of a police car. No one ignored the
situation. Compassion came from many directions for this poor, helpless animal.

Do we do the same thing for the lost people all around us? They too walk down the
street scared and confused, but we pass them by. We don’t see their pain because we
are in hurry, we don’t want to get caught up in their messy lives, or perhaps they cover their sadness with a smile. As followers of Jesus Christ, we believe the gospel has
the power to change lives, to provide a community of compassion for the hurting, be a
guiding light for the lost, and offer salvation to a broken world. So what is keeping us
from stopping right where we find the hurting and reaching out with compassion?
The summer is a season to slow down and enjoy. Make it a season to notice the
people around you. Does that young woman at Sonic need a kind word? Have you
invited the busy stay-at-home mom and her three kids over for a glass a lemonade and
a listening ear? Jesus noticed the hurting, stopped his journey, and took care of people’s greatest needs. We may not be able to help everyone, but we can help the ones
God puts in our path.

Alicia

Church Vital Signs
Be sure to REGULARLY input
your church Vital Signs
Worship Attendance
Professions of Faith
Hands On Mission

Contact the District Office if you need help with your password.

SE District Mission Day in Conroe

Come be the hands
of Christ with us
September 16

The Southeast District will be sponsoring a work day at the
Mission Center in Conroe to assemble and verify relief supplies. Join us on Saturday, September 16, to work 10:00 a.m.-12:30 p.m. If you would
like to carpool or caravan, you may meet us at Beaumont, Wesley UMC at 7:45 a.m.
(Please bring money to stop for lunch afterwards.) Families are welcome, but keep in
mind there are no nursery facilities at the center and anyone under the age of 18 must
be supervised by a parent or a Safe Sanctuary-trained adult. To register for this event,
visit http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949aaa722a1fe3-sedistrict

Are You

PLANNING
AHEAD
in Your Church?
Consider these
questions:
•

What is your schedule
for Fall events?

•

Christmas Eve is on
Sunday this year.
What is your plan for
worship that day?

•

What is your plan for
this year’s stewardship campaign? Will
you use pledge cards
to create your 2018
budget?

The Mission Center hosts individuals and groups to assemble and verify relief supplies
third Saturday of every month. If you would like to participate but cannot attend on the
SED day, you may register for another day by contacting Christine Riggle at 936-7886650 or criggle@txcumc.org.

Mission Supplies Needed in Conroe
All individuals and churches are invited to collect supplies for relief kits. These will be
assembled or verified during the district mission day. You may bring your collected
items to the District Conference on August 27, at 3:00 p.m., at Beaumont, McCabe Roberts Avenue UMC. Groups attending the mission day may also bring items with them on
September 16. Below are the supplies for the two relief kits that the Mission Center is
needing the most at this time.

Health Kit Supplies Needed:

School Kit Supplies Needed:

*** Important Note -- All items must be
new and not washed. ***
• Hand towels - 15 x 25 inches up to 17
x 27 inches (no kitchen, cleaning or
microfiber towels) and washcloths
• Combs that are 6 inches or longer–
sturdy
• Metal nail files or nail clippers - No emery boards, please
• Bath-size soap - 3 oz. and
larger sizes only, no Ivory
or Jergens soap due to
moisture content, do not
remove from original
packaging
• Toothbrush - Adult size
only, soft bristles, do not
remove from original packaging
• Adhesive bandages - ¾ inch to 1 inchsize, common household Band-Aids
• Gallon size plastic bag sealable bags

→ Blunt-tip children’s scissors with metal
blades, no all plastic scissors
→ 24 count box of crayons
→ Hand-held pencil sharpeners at least 1
inch long
→ Unsharpened pencils – not mechanical
pencils - no advertisements, religious,
patriotic, military, or camouflage symbols, cartoon characters are
acceptable
→ 12 inch ruler – plastic or
wood – must have metric
measurements as well as
inch measurements – no
advertisements
→ Erasers – at least 2 inch
long
→ Spiral notebooks – single subject only –
no composition books
→ 100-150 sheets of loose-leaf paper

Southeast District Conference
All laity are invited to come hear Conference Lay Leader, John Esquivel. He will share
the Bishop’s Initiative to Love All the Children. Clergy and delegates are required to
attend to vote on 2018 District Budget and District Leadership.

August 27, 2017 • 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Beaumont, McCabe Roberts Ave UMC
1205 Roberts St, Beaumont, Texas 77701
Childcare ONLY provided by reservation to the District Office.

About our speaker—John Esquivel is a member of First United Methodist Church, Houston, where he has held several leadership roles. He is currently the
Lay Leader for First UMC and is a Lifetime Member of the Ad Board. Although he is a
retired attorney, he remains a semi-professional musician. John plays bass for the contemporary music band at the Westchase campus of First. John currently serves as President of Justice for Our Neighbors--Houston, an immigration law clinic which is an affiliated entity with the Texas Annual Conference.
John is also on the Board of International Leadership Institute (ILI), a faith-based organization with strong Methodist roots that provides leadership training for churches
around the world. Last year ILI trained church leaders in over 100 countries. He is also
involved in numerous civic organizations around the city of Houston. John and his family have been on mission trips to Costa Rica, Guatemala, Navajo Nation, Mexico, Venezuela, Honduras, Peru, Dominican Republic, Cuba, Colombia, Romania, Ukraine, Viet
Nam, Thailand, and Mongolia.

Got Local
Church News?
Do you have an event
or job posting at your
local church that you
want to share with
the rest of the
district? Post it
directly to the
district Facebook
page!

Emerging Leaders—A Letter from the Bishop
I often say that the three most important factors in a vibrant, healthy
congregation are leadership, leadership, and leadership. Lay leadership is crucial, and we are working at developing the best laity we can.
But laity tell me that the quality of their pastor is also very important.
I am very proud that the Texas Annual Conference has a process for investing in
young clergy leadership. The median age of active United Methodist clergy in our conference is 54 years old, which does not fare well for our churches in the next decade.
The goal of the Emerging Leaders Initiative is to create a new generation of the United
Methodist clergy for the future of the Texas Annual Conference. Thanks to the generous donors of the permanent endowment fund like Moody Methodist Permanent Endowment Fund, we currently have $5 million to identify, recruit, train, and support clergy across all our districts. But we still have a long way to go. As your Bishop, I thank you
for supporting this effort in the past, and I am asking you to look to the future as well.
Please consider ways to contribute to this fund to make sure the next generation of
United Methodist leaders are within reach for our denomination.
Grace and peace, Bishop Scott J. Jones

Where is your
church in
fulfilling your
Endowment
pledge
for 2017?

Important Conference and District Events—Make Plans Now
August 12—District Clergy Family Picnic, Adventure Kingdom, Lumberton, 9:00 am-1:00 pm Lunch at 11:30 am
August 27—District Conference, Beaumont, McCabe Roberts
UMC, 3:00 pm-4:30 pm, RSVP for Childcare (ages 2-10)
September 13—Charge Conference Training, Beaumont,
FUMC, Rothwell Hall, 10:00 a.m-12:00 p.m.
September 18-19—Clergy Gathering, Lakeview MCC
September 21—Clergy/Spouse Day of Wellness, Houston,
Bellaire UMC, Registration Required
October 19 —Clergy/Spouse Day of Wellness, Humble,
Atascocita UMC, Registration Required

Clergy Benefits
Day of Wellness—Health
plan benefit with opportunities for cash incentives
Revitup!—for young clergy
to strengthen skills
Beginning Again—Preretirement seminar
Renew Retreat—offered
to married clergy couples

October 21-22—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Beaumont,
Wesley UMC; Registration Required
November 6-7—Clergy Women Retreat, Camp Allen
November 8-9—Clergy Pre-Retirement Seminar, Lakeview,
Registration Required
November 14—Report Day Training, Beaumont, First UMC,
Rothwell Hall, 10:00 am– 12:00 pm, Lunch will be served
November 16—CLT/DLT Fall Training Event, Lufkin, First
UMC, 10:00 am—3:00 pm
December 2—Clergy Family Christmas Party, Beaumont,
First UMC, Rothwell Hall, Time TBA

Hear ye, Hear ye…
Clergy Family Picnic
Saturday, August 12, 2017
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m.

Adventure Kingdom
2952 Highway 69 S; Lumberton

Fried Chicken & Sides will be provided.
Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m.
Please visit Sign-Up Genius
to RSVP and sign up to bring drinks or dessert.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0949aaa722a1fe3-clergy

Prayers
• Mother of Rev. Donna

Brown (Retired)
• Rev. W.C. Hall (Retired)
• Rev. Bob and Lola
Fosburgh (South Liberty UMC)

Condolences
• Family of Ken Burke (CLM)
• Family of Rev. Fredda

Minick (retired)
• Family of Isaiah Daviss,
Rev. David Daviss’ brother
(Port Arthur, St. Paul UMC)

• Family of James Martin,

Rev. Valarie Hudson’s
father (Peninsula Churches)

Come ready to have fun with mini-golf, bumper cars, paddle boats, water
wars, volleyball, and horseshoes! Dress is picnic casual.

The Clergy Gathering
It’s time to register for The Gathering! Online Registration at
www.txcumc.org/2017gathering is now open!
The Clergy Gathering is a special time for renewal, relaxation and conversation
with your peers. All clergypersons are invited to attend—this includes provisional
and ordained elders, provisional and ordained deacons, associate members, and
part or full time local pastors.
The Gathering will be Monday–Tuesday, September 18–19, at Lakeview (one
night only). Our speakers this year will be Dr. Michael Slaughter, pastor emeritus
of Ginghamsburg Church of the West Ohio United Methodist Conference, and
our resident Bishop, Scott J. Jones.
For additional questions, please contact Ivana Wilson at iwilson@txcumc.org.

