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REMINDERS:
 Got news? Send it to
ebunch@txcumc.org.
 Visit our website:
southeastdistrict.org.
It is being updated
with current information!

CALENDAR:
April 23—Preconference Meeting,
4:00 p.m., Nederland, Wesley UMC
May 28-31—Annual
Conference, The
Woodlands UMC
June 1—Candidacy
Summit Applications
Due
June 18-23—District
Summer Camp, Lakeview Methodist
Conference Center
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Serving as Jesus Served
A towel and a basin. That is all it took for Jesus to show his disciples what it means to be a leader. He did not choose a pulpit or a
throne. Jesus chose a towel and basin. John 13:3-5 (NRSV) tells us
“during supper, Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going to
God, got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet
and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him.”
Jesus knows what is before him. We might expect for him to demand people to serve
him on this last night with his disciples. Jesus is a busy pastor with a tremendous schedule
to maintain. The days ahead will be his greatest challenge physically, emotionally, and
spiritually. On some level most of this group will betray Jesus, yet he gets up from the table and washes their feet. He does what is necessary; what will benefit them. With a towel and a basin Jesus shows us what it looks like to lead. If we want to lead, we must meet
people at a place of need, like dirty feet. If we want to lead people to Christ, we must be
willing to get involved in their messed up lives. If we want people to experience the
cleansing power offered to us through Christ Jesus our Lord, we can’t hide behind our
desks and sanctuary doors. It is time to get up from the desk, put a towel around our
waist and pick up a basin of water. It is time to go to people who are in great need.
Who is Jesus calling you to serve? Who is God putting around your table with great
need? Where is the Holy Spirit leading you to bring your towel and basin? During this season of Lent I pray you have eyes to see and a willingness to get down on your knees in the
messiness of life with people who are in need of Jesus cleansing power.

Alicia

Emerging Leaders Endowment
Thank you to each church for your pledge to the Emerging Leaders Endowment fund.
Please remember to honor your pledges and stay current as we begin this new year.
Your church may also choose to be in prayer for the young adults considering ministry in
the coming years and the benefits they will receive from this endowment.

Annual Conference—May 28-31, 2017
Clergy Spouses

Pre-Conference Meeting

Join us Monday,
April 3, at 6:00
p.m. The SE District
Clergy Spouses will
gather for a time of
fellowship at The
Neches River
Wheelhouse (720
Lee; Port Arthur). For
more information,
contact Erin Bunch,
409.550.1246 or
ebunch@gt.rr.com.

All delegates and clergy need to attend the PreConference Meeting on Sunday evening, April 23, at
4:00 p.m. The meeting will be at Nederland, Wesley

Hotel Reservations Now Open
Make your reservations now so that you can take
advantage of the conference rate at these hotels.
There is a limited number of contracted rate rooms.

Conference
Registration
Now Open

The Woodlands Marriott Waterway $145.00/night
As of publishing date, this location is full.
1601 Lake Robbins Dr, The Woodlands; 1-800-228-9290
Code word: United Methodist Annual Conference 2017

Westin at The Woodlands $149.00/night
2 Waterway Square, The Woodlands; 1-888-627-8439
Code word: TE28AA
Embassy Suites The Woodlands at Hugh Landing
$189.00/night; (Note: Reserved for families with children because all rooms are suites and family friendly.)
1855 Hughes Landing Blvd, The Woodlands
281-298-2900 Code word: Texas Annual Conference

Child Care
Child care registration is now open.
There is no cost for childcare, however there are fees for meal and activity
options. There is a $50 late registration fee after May 10. To register,
visit www.txcumc.org/childcare2017.

Pre-Conference Journals
Pre-Conference Journals will NOT
be mailed this year. Instead you may
access it by
 Downloading it at

www.txcumc.org/2017pcj or
 Viewing it through a new APP that

will be introduced at the PreConference Meeting.

The conference will
be held at The
Woodlands United
Methodist Church.

If you are a delegate or
clergy, please contact the
district office to get the
conference registration
link if you have not yet
received it. The deadline
for attendee registration
is May 9, at noon.

Annual Conference MEALS
Monday, May 29
 Fellowship of Associate Members

& Local Pastors Breakfast
 Restorative Justice Breakfast
 Small Membership Church

Breakfast

Tuesday, May 30
 Black Clergy Women & Friends

Breakfast
 Church & Society/Religion & Race

Breakfast
 Laity Breakfast

 UM Men Breakfast

 Youth Worker Lunch

 Clergy Spouses Luncheon

 Celebration Women Luncheon

 Hispanic Ministry Luncheon

 Retirees Luncheon

 Laity Lunch

 Black Methodists for Church

 UM Women Luncheon
 U-35 Dinner
 Awards Banquet

Renewal Luncheon
Wednesday, May 31
 Clergywomen Breakfast

Visit www.txcumc.org/files/fileslibrary/meals2017.pdf for more information.

Summer Camp Registration NOW OPEN
Lakeview has been hard at work to build upon our success to make camp
even better. Here are some of the additions and changes you can expect.
 Camp will start on Sunday afternoon.
 Children as early as entering 3rd grade may attend.
 Registration is completely online and is now open at www.lakeviewmcc.org.

You can pay on your account throughout the year.
 New programs, activities, and staff are being added.

How to register for Summer Camp 2017:











Set up church subsidies/scholarships—If your church is paying a portion
of your campers/volunteers’ fees, contact Peggy Jordan (Camp Register)
to set up subsidies. You will be given a coupon code that will be used by
campers/volunteers during registration.
Select your week of camp—You will be able to come any week regardless
of your district. If you want to come with a leadership team from our area, the week is Session 2: June 18-23, 2017—South/Southeast Leadership
Register for camp—Direct campers/volunteers to www.lakeviewmcc.org
to register for the week that your church has selected to attend. Families
will fill out all forms and pay online. A $50 deposit is due at the time of
registration.
Recruit volunteer counselors—Churches need to provide one volunteer
counselor for every five campers. Counselors will be required to complete
all trainings prior to arriving at Lakeview. Lakeview will provide all trainings.
Apply for financial assistance—Direct campers in need of financial assistance to Lakeview and your District Office for scholarship opportunities.
Follow your church’s camper/volunteer registrations—Make sure all
your campers and counselors are registered for the correct week. All registrations, payments, and forms are due by May 22.

More information can be found in the Leader’s Guide to Camp, available at
www.lakeviewmcc.org/resources.

Around the District
What has your church been doing? Here is your chance to
tell the district about exciting events you have done. We invite you
to write an article about a recent event and submit it to ebunch@txcumc.org.
Based on the space available, we will publish your article in our monthly newsletter. The deadline for submission is the 1st of each month.

“Like” these district-related
pages:
 Southeast District of the

Texas Annual Conference,
United Methodist Church
 United Methodist Women,

Southeast District, Texas
Conference
 Southeast District Youth of

the Texas Annual Conference
 Wesley Foundation LU
 SE District Spouses

Local Church News?
Do you have an event or
job posting at your local
church that you want to
share with the rest of the
district? Post it directly to
the district Facebook
page! By sharing through
our Facebook page, you
 Share the information
you want and how you
want;
 Spread the word
immediately;
 Answer questions
directly; and
 Reach district clergy,
leaders, and members.

Important District Events—Make Plans Now
April 23—Pre-Conference Meeting, 4:00 p.m., Nederland,
Wesley UMC
May 28-31—Annual Conference, The Woodlands UMC
June 1—Candidacy Summit Applications Due
June 18-23—District Summer Camp, Lakeview Methodist
Conference Center

July 27-29—Candidacy Summit, Camp Allen
August 12—District Clergy Family Picnic, Location TBA
August 27—District Conference, Location TBA
September 13—Charge Conference Training, Location TBA
October 21-22—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Location
TBA

Apportionment Reminder
Together we participate in the ministry and mission of the UMC in our communities and around the world. Apportionments are a vehicle of bringing God’s
grace and mercy into our churches, conference, and beyond. Commit to exceed
last year’s percentage, and strive to pay 100% by the year-end.
Two months into the new year, we want to congratulate Port Bolivar, Bolivar
UMC and Wallisville, Middleton Memorial UMC for having paid 100% of their
conference apportionments. Great job!

Congratulations


Congratulations on the
birth of Issac Walker,
(son of Rev. Amy Walker, Wesley
Foundation-Lamar)

Prayers


Timolin Colbert (District
Administrative Assistant)



Mother of Rev. Donna
Brown (Retired)
 Revs. Billie & Lynn Loe
(Spurger/Magnolia Springs; Kirbyville/Newton)



Rev. Eldon & Christine
Reed (Retired)
 Susan Liedy (spouse of Rev.
Michael Liedy, Beaumont, St.
Luke’s)



Rev. Byron Jarratt
(Retired)



What is UMCOR?

Marva Spikes (aunt of
Timolin Colbert, District Administrative Assistant)



As of the end of February, 17 churches are on pace or ahead in paying conference apportionments. However, 22 of our 55 churches have paid $0 towards
conference apportionments this year. Now is the time to make and act on a
commitment to make regular payments!

Rev. Bob and Lola Fosburgh (South Liberty UMC)

The United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR)
is a non-profit organization dedicated to alleviating human suffering around the
globe. UMCOR’s work includes programs and projects in disaster response, health,
sustainable agriculture, food security, relief supplies, and more. UMCOR is a ministry of The United Methodist Church, and its goal is to assist the most vulnerable persons affected by crisis or chronic need. Successful solutions to emergency or chronic
conditions begin with the affected population. UMCOR provides these survivors not
only temporary relief but long-term education, training, and support.
UMCOR spends 100 percent of designated donations on the projects their donors specify. When UMCOR donors give their time, money, and supplies, they join
UMCOR as the hands and feet of Christ.
Ongoing ways you can be a part of UMCOR’s ministry include creating relief kits
(information at http://www.umcor.org/UMCOR/Relief-Supplies), mission trips to
Sager Brown Depot in Louisiana, giving through conference apportionments to support the administrative costs of UMCOR, and giving to special advances when needs
arise.

