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Lessons from the Super Bowl
I found myself in Houston for a cabinet meeting the week leading
up to the Super Bowl. One of my fellow district superintendents
suggested we attend the NFL Experience. Taking the train from the
Museum district to downtown, we were greeted by excited visitors. Signs guided us in the right direction, and once we arrived at
Discovery Green, the air was electric. There was music, food, celebrities, and photo
opportunities. Everywhere we walked, we found a helpful volunteer. Did you know
almost 30,000 people offered to fill only 10,000 volunteer positions? Volunteers
greeted us at the door, others answered our questions, and still more were on hand to
take pictures. We found ourselves in long lines, but there were volunteers there to
encourage us and start conversations. I noticed these volunteers were trained to get
strangers talking so that when the volunteer walked away the conversation continued.
We met dads there with their sons. Older folks cheered us on as we threw footballs,
and those volunteers were always smiling. As a matter of fact, most people at the NFL
Experience were smiling. We knew the week was special. Houston, Texas, hosting the
Super Bowl is special. We, along with the volunteers, were proud and wanted to show
out-of-town visitors GREAT Texas hospitality.
As we returned to the train to ride back home, I wondered what it would be like if
the church was like an NFL Experience. What if we were so proud to present Christ
that we were overjoyed on Sunday morning to greet people? Are we as welcoming to
a stranger who wanders off the street? Do we help the lost person, or do we just look
down at our watches? Do we anticipate the needs of others or react to emergencies?
How to do we motivate people in such a way that they can’t want to volunteer, and
we have to turn away three times as many volunteers than what we need? Yes, Houston SUPERSIZED the Super Bowl, but we are also called to SUPERSIZE THE LOVE OF
CHRIST.
Pastors and leaders, it begins with us. We have to lead with joy and love. Jesus
showed us the love of God, and then he explained it to us. I challenge you to find
ways to SUPERSIZE THE LOVE OF CHRIST in your congregation so that your community
knows Christ more each day through your kind acts of service.

Alicia

Lay Servant Ministry Training Spring 2017
Clergy Spouses
Join us Sunday,
February 19, at
6:00 p.m. The SE
District Clergy
Spouses will gather
for a time of
fellowship at El Viejo
Tony (4300 Hwy
365; Port Arthur).
For more information,
contact Erin Bunch,
409.550.1246 or
ebunch@gt.rr.com.

Lay Servant Ministry is about developing leaders and
improving leadership skills for use in the local church.

Saturday, February 25, 9 am-4 pm
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

AND Sunday, February 26, 2 pm-5 pm
You must attend BOTH days to receive credit for the course.

UM Temple • 4101 TX-73, Port Arthur
COST $30 (includes books and lunch)

All Laity are Encouraged to Attend!
Courses—Local Lay Servant Basic Course, Taught by Rev. Ruby Nelson
Advanced Course: Leading Bible Study, Taught by Rev. Toney Miller
Advanced Course: United Methodist Beliefs, Taught by Rev. Kevin King

Preregistration is strongly encouraged.
It is highly recommended that you review your textbook prior to the training.
You may pick up your book with paid registration in the District Office, MondayThursday, 9:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Books may also be mailed for an additional $5
fee. More Information and Registration Form at
www.southeastdistrict.org/lay-servants

Annual Conference — May 28-31, 2017
Preconference
Meeting
All delegates and clergy
need to attend the Preconference Meeting on
Sunday evening, April
23, at 4:00 p.m. The
meeting will be at Nederland, Wesley UMC.

Hotel Reservations Now Open
Make your reservations now so that you can take advantage of the conference rate at these hotels. There
is a limited number of contracted rate rooms.

The Woodlands Marriott Waterway $145.00/night
1601 Lake Robbins Dr, The Woodlands; 1-800-228-9290
Code word: United Methodist Annual Conference 2017

Westin at The Woodlands $149.00/night
2 Waterway Square, The Woodlands; 1-888-627-8439
Code word: TE28AA
Embassy Suites The Woodlands at Hugh Landing
$189.00/night; (Note: Reserved for families with children because all rooms are suites and family friendly.)
1855 Hughes Landing Blvd, The Woodlands
281-298-2900 Code word: Texas Annual Conference

The conference will
be held at The
Woodlands United
Methodist Church.

Conference
Registration
Now Open
If you are a delegate or
clergy, please contact
the district office to get
the conference registration link if you have not
yet received it. The
deadline for attendee
registration is May 6.

Live Stream with the Bishop
Bishop Jones invites you to join the “Holy Conversations/Tough Issues” Live Stream on February 25, 10:00 a.m.-noon. To join, visit
www.txcumc.org/bishoplivevideo. In this live-streamed presentation,
Bishop Scott Jones will provide insights on upcoming action by the Judicial Council, the work of the Commission on a Way Forward, and updated information on the called General Conference which will be held in early 2019. He will also discuss and
demonstrate what it means to be in Holy Conversation on tough issues. This is part of a conference resolution to “continue to address issues that are sensitive and divisive, including but not limited to human sexuality, by fostering regular, intentional opportunities for learning, conversation, and fellowship.”
Churches are invited to host gatherings of members to view the presentation and then practice their
own holy conversations on this topic and others in the future. A Leader’s Guide for holy conversations is
available on the district website, www.southeastdistrict/resources.html. Individuals may also watch from
their home or office. If your church has the capacity to display the live stream on a large screen, and you
would be willing to invite others in the district, please contact the District Office and let us know. We will
help get the word out!

Gusher Marathon/Half and 5K
TAC Hits the Streets to Stop HUMAN TRAFFICKING
The SE District is trying to build a 100+ member team in the Gusher
Marathon/Half & 5K. Our goal is to raise $100,000 to stop human trafficking. Other districts throughout the conference are teaming up in similar
local races through Reason2Race! Sign up at www.info.reason2race.com/
tacteams or contact Rev. Diane McGehee, dmcgehee@txcumc.org for information or to volunteer as a Race Captain.
God’s children are being trapped in sexual slavery at alarming rates.
Once trafficked, these people face beatings, mutilations, brandings, rapes,
and a host of other crimes that no human should ever live through. TOGETHER, we can raise $100,000 to help fund organizations that are doing
incredible work locally, internationally, and on the legislative and enforcement front to fight human trafficking.

Local Church News?
Do you have an event or
job posting at your local
church that you want to
share with the rest of the
district? Post it directly to
the district Facebook page!
By sharing through our
Facebook page, you
 Share the information you
want and how you want;
 Spread the word
immediately;
 Answer questions directly;
and
 Reach district clergy,
leaders, and members.

Important District Events—Make Plans Now
February 25—“Holy Conversations/Tough Issues” Live
Stream with Bishop Jones, txcumc.org/bishoplivevideo
February 25-26—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Port Arthur, UM Temple; Must attend both days for credit.
March 4—Gusher Marathon/Half & 5K Reason2Race
April 23—Pre-conference Meeting, Location TBA
May 28-31—Annual Conference, Woodlands UMC
June 1—Candidacy Summit Applications Due

June 18-23—District Summer Camp, Lakeview Methodist
Conference Center
July 27-29—Candidacy Summit, Camp Allen
August 12—District Clergy Family Picnic, Location TBA
August 27—District Conference, Location TBA
September 13—Charge Conference Training, Location TBA
October 21-22—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Location
TBA

Summer Camp Registration NOW OPEN
We are on Facebook now! Like us:
Southeast District
of the Texas Annual
Conference, United
Methodist Church
Invite your church
members and leaders
to like the page.

Lakeview has been hard at work to build upon our success to make camp even
better. Here are some of the additions and changes you can expect.
 Camp will start on Sunday afternoon.
 Children as early as entering 3rd grade may attend.
 Registration is completely online and is now open at www.lakeviewmcc.org.

You can pay on your account throughout the year.
 New programs, activities, and staff are being added.

How to register for Summer Camp 2017:


Prayers


Rev. Amy Walker & family (Wesley Foundation-Lamar)
 Mother of Rev. Donna
Brown (Retired)
 Rev. Sharon Sabom





(Deweyville/Mauriceville)



Revs. Billie & Lynn Loe
(Spurger/Magnolia Springs; Kirbyville/Newton)





Rev. Eldon & Christine
Reed (Retired)
 Susan Liedy (spouse of Rev.
Michael Liedy, Beaumont, St.
Luke’s)




Rev. W.C. Hall (Retired)
Rev. Byron Jarratt
(Retired)



Rev. Bob and Lola Fosburgh (South Liberty UMC)




Set up church subsidies/scholarships—If your church is paying a portion of
your campers/volunteers’ fees, contact Peggy Jordan (Camp Register) to set
up subsidies. You will be given a coupon code that will be used by campers/
volunteers during registration.
Select your week of camp—You will be able to come any week regardless of
your district. If you want to come with a leadership team from our area, the
week is Session 2: June 18-23, 2017—South/Southeast Leadership
Register for camp—Direct campers/volunteers to www.lakeviewmcc.org to
register for the week that your church has selected to attend. Families will
fill out all forms and pay online. A $50 deposit is due at the time of registration.
Recruit volunteer counselors—Churches need to provide one volunteer
counselor for every five campers. Counselors will be required to complete all
trainings prior to arriving at Lakeview. Lakeview will provide all trainings.
Apply for financial assistance—Direct campers in need of financial assistance
to Lakeview and your District Office for scholarship opportunities.
Follow your church’s camper/volunteer registrations—Make sure all your
campers and counselors are registered for the correct week. All registrations, payments, and forms are due by May 22.

More information can be found in the Leader’s Guide to Camp, available at
www.lakeviewmcc.org/resources.

