Southeast District
of the Texas Annual Conference
of the United Methodist Church
REMINDERS:
 Our DS, Alicia, wants
to join you! Please let
the district office
know of scheduled
church events, such as
children or youth
events, church anniversaries, or active
small group events,
 Got news? Send it to
ebunch@txcumc.org.

CALENDAR:
February 27-28—Lay
Servant Ministry
Training, Port Arthur,
UM Temple
March 1—Final Mandatory Clergy Sexual
Ethics Training, 10:00
a.m.-1:00 p.m., Conroe,
First UMC
March 3-4—Deacons
Retreat, Camp Allen
April 15-17—Clergy
Family Retreat, Lakeview

CONTACTS:
PO Box 4004
Beaumont, Texas 77704
701 Calder
Beaumont, Texas 77701
409.833.9510
Fax: 409.833.9511
www.southeastdistrict.org
Rev. Alicia Coltzer
District Superintendent
acoltzer@txcumc.org
Timolin Colbert
Administrative Assistant
tcolbert@txcumc.org
Erin Bunch
Office Assistant
ebunch@txcumc.org
Conference Office:
713.521.9383
www.txcumc.org
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Traveling the Wilderness
Recently I found myself on a five hour train ride between Newark, New Jersey and Boston, Massachusetts. People came and
went, departing at their planned stations. As the train grew empty, only a few of us remained to the final destination. Across the
aisle sat a man playing a game on his phone. He seemed to know
the ropes of traveling on Amtrak. Soon we discovered he began his journey the day
before in Alabama and he too would depart at Boston. Weary from the journey and
unsure if he would ever travel from Alabama to Boston this way again, the traveler
looked forward to his destination.
Our journey through lent sounds a lot like this travel experience. We enter Lent
committing to new Lenten disciplines, but as we go along, we wonder if it is worth
the struggle. In the fourth chapter of Luke, we discover the story of Jesus in the wilderness. It begins by telling us “Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2where for forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over,
he was famished.” Jesus moved from a place of abundance along the Jordan River
to a place of scarcity in the wilderness in order to prepare his heart and mind for the
work of ministry; to prepare to heal the sick; raise the dead; teach the hungry in
spirit; face death and yes, in the end experience resurrection and assentation. His
final destination was the right hand of God, but he had to face the wilderness.
We expect a wilderness experience to be lonely, but Jesus was far from alone.
The Holy Spirit sustained and guided him. Struggle abounded, but in the end, the
journey in the wilderness gave him the power to face the challenges ahead, in order
to reach his ultimate destination, the right hand of God. Not such a bad place to be.
May your journey through the wilderness bring you ever closer to the God, and as
you travel may you know the Holy Spirit as your constant companion. May the preparation of the wilderness lead you to celebrate the glory of the Resurrection.

Alicia

Lay Servant Ministry Training Event 2016
Lay Servant Ministry is about developing leaders and
improving leadership skills for use in the local church.

Reminder
To all clergy, be sure
to input the VITAL
SIGNS regularly:
Worship Attendance
 Professions of Faith
 Hands On Mission


Saturday, February 27, 9 am-4 pm
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m.

AND Sunday, February 28, 2 pm-5 pm
You must attend BOTH days to receive credit for the course.

UM Temple • 4101 TX-73, Port Arthur
COST $30 (includes books and lunch)

All Laity are Encouraged to Attend!
Courses—Local Lay Servant Basic Course, Taught by Ken Burke, CLS
Advanced Course: Leading Worship, Taught by Rev. Kevin King
Advanced Course: Discovering Spiritual Gifts, Taught by Rev. Ruby Nelson

Save the Date
Southeast District
Preconference
Meeting for all
delegates and clergy
will be Sunday evening,
April 24. The exact
time and location are
to be determined.

Preregistration is strongly encouraged.
More Information and Registration Form at
www.southeastdistrict.org/Lay-Servant

Annual Conference 2016
May 29-June 1, 2016
The conference will be held again at the
Hilton Americas-Houston.

Hotel Reservations Now Open
Hilton Americas-Houston
1600 Lamar St • Houston 77010 • 713-739-8000
Make sure you tell them you are with the Texas
Annual Conference of the United Methodist
Church or use the link below to get the conference rate.
https://resweb.passkey.com/go/UnitedMethodist2016

Conference Registration Now Open
If you are a delegate or clergy, please contact
the district office to get the conference
registration link if you have not yet received it.
The deadline for attendee registration is May 9.

You are invited to a

Gala honoring
Bishop Janice Riggle Huie
Monday, May 30, 2016
6:00 p.m. Check in & Seating
7:00 p.m. Dinner Program
Ballroom of the Americas
Hilton Americas
1600 Lamar St, Houston
Tickets will be available for purchase online for $30 per person
beginning in March.

District Leadership Event a Success
On Sunday, January 31, over 200 leaders and clergy from the district
gathered for a time of worship, led by the Director of Congregational
Excellence, Rev. Jesse Brannen. Rev. Brannen brought an
inspiring message to motivate us to reach out to new
people and led two workshops on identifying our mission field and
exploring the small board administrative
style. Amanda Boyd-Stratton led an informative and inspiring workshop on family
ministries. Administrative leaders attended workshops
designed to aid
them in their
new positions.

2016 Apportionment News
One month into the new year, we want to congratulate Port Bolivar, Bolivar
UMC for having paid 100% of their conference apportionments. Great job!
As of the end of January, 17 churches are on pace or ahead in paying conference apportionments. However, 37 of our 55 churches have paid $0 towards
conference apportionments this year. Now is the time to make and act on a
commitment to make regular payments!

From Our District Superintendent…
We are so close to paying off the Impact note, but we need YOUR
HELP. Please remember to send in your district apportionments. When this
note is paid off, we will reduce the local church level of giving to the district. The reduction will only affect the July – December Apportionment
amount.
Help us pay off the $39,016.00 debt. Send in your monthly district apportionment. May God bless your ministry!
Sincerely, Rev. Alicia Coltzer

We are on Facebook now! Like us:
Southeast District
of the Texas Annual
Conference, United
Methodist Church

Important District Events—Make Plans Now
Make plans now to attend these important district and conference events this winter.
February 27-28—Lay Servant Ministry Training, Saturday, 9 am-4 pm AND Sunday 2-5 pm, Port Arthur, UM Temple
March 1—FINAL Mandatory Clergy Sexual Ethics
Training, 10:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m., Conroe, First UMC
March 3-4—Deacons Retreat, Camp Allen
April 15-17—Clergy Family Retreat , Lakeview

April 24—District Preconference Meeting,
time and location TBD
May 2-4—District Clergy Retreat, Beaumont
May 10-20—General Conference, Portland, OR
May 29-June 1—Texas Annual Conference, Houston–
Hilton Americas
July 13-16—Jurisdictional Conference, Wichita, KA
August 31-September 3—World Methodist Conference, Houston–Hilton Americas

Emerging Leaders Endowment
Camp Dates
July 4 –8, 2016
Reserve it on your
personal and church
calendar now.

Prayers


Rev. Robert Besser’s mother
(Beaumont, Wesley)



Rev. Sharon Sabom’s mother

In honor of Bishop Huie’s ministry in the Texas Annual Conference and her upcoming retirement in September 2016, the Southeast District has pledged
$30,000 to the Emerging Leaders Endowment. The Emerging Leaders Initiative
works to attract, encourage, and develop young people on their journey to ministry. Because of the Initiative, young clergy in our district and conference are serving in churches that are increasing in worship attendance, attracting young families to become members, expanding youth outreach, and increasing participation
in stewardship campaigns. The Initiative has four programs: Texas Youth Academy for high school youth, College Pastoral Internship Project for undergraduates,
Ambassador’s Grant for seminary debt, and Advancing Pastoral Leadership for
young pastors. To contribute, designate your gift “ELE—SE District” through your
local church or the district office. Your church is also encouraged to use special
offering opportunities, such as communion rail offerings, to contribute towards
this endowment ministry.

SE District Clergy Retreat

(Mauriceville/Deweyville)





Rev. Anita Green (Silsbee)
W.C. Hall (Retired)
Rev. Amy Walker’s nephew
(Nederland, Wesley)



Rev. Bob and Lola Fosburgh

Check in – Monday, May 2, at 11:00 a.m.
Departure – Wednesday, May 4, at 12 Noon
Location: Holy Family Retreat Center
9920 North Major Drive, Beaumont 77713

(South Liberty UMC)



Rev. Erin Muckleroy in the
passing of her father
(Fannett, Faith)



Rev. Sharon Sabom in the
passing of her father
(Mauriceville/Deweyville)

$130 shared room / $180 private room
Reservation forms will be emailed soon.
Our guest speaker will be Laceye Warner,
Associate Professor of the Practice of Evangelism and
Methodist Studies of Duke Divinity School.

